Fair Hill Nature Center's

ARITATS v

-
ii':.f_,

".

www. fairhillnature.org

Regional goals ...

March - April 2005

Mother Nature
and friends

Education Director Holly
Hannum, as Mother Na-
ture, tells the little “ani-
mals” of Cecil Manor El-
ementary School to either
migrate, stay out and
about, gather and store
their food, or hibernate to
survive the winter.

For more information on

page 4.

our education programs
see “Tails out of school” on
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Nature Center sees the light

The light now seen at
the Nature Center comes
fromamore energy effi-
cient source.

Member Jane Schaefer
bestowed agift of energy
efficient light bulbstothe
Nature Center this past
fdl.

Janeisactively involved
working to protect our
environment against pol-
lution and preventing
harmful climate change

that many scientistsbe-
lieveiscaused by exces-
svecarbondioxideemis-
sons.

Part of the national
“Energy Star” program,
Jane recommends that
each building and house-
hold change over to en-
ergy efficient light bulbs
that haveearnedthe” En-
ergy Star” onitsproduct
labd.

According to govern-

ment standards, if every
householdin Americare-
placed its five most fre-
quently used regular bulbs
with“Energy Star” bulbs,
enough energy would be
conserved to prevent the
release of more than one
trillion poundsof harmful
pollutantseach year.

Tolearn more about the
“Energy Star” program,
call 1-888-782-7937 or
vidit energystar.gov.

Oetober 22, 2005
fwm 6 to 10 p.m.
at the Ed Walls Centen.
For mone info-zmation call

410-398-4909

Habitats is all The Buzz...

Hopefully by now
you’ venoticedyou're
not reading The Buzz.
Wedecidedtoretire
TheBuzzinfavor of a
morecommunity-related
andinteractivenewd et-
ter — Habitats.

Habitatswill be your
window into the Nature
Center. Wewill tell you
all about upcoming
eventsand programs,
recognizeour volunteers
for all their hard work,
publish commentary
from our membersand
board of directors, and
keep you abreast of
important issuesinvolv-
ing our community on
thelocd, regiond and

nationd levels.

Habitatswill be
published bi-monthly
andwill likely gothrough
afew different formats
until wesettleinto
something we' recom-
fortablewith. | hope
you'll bear withusaswe
grow.

Speaking of growing,
there’ sno better way to
know if you' regrowing
intheright direction
without feedback. |
would liketo hear from
each and every one of
you. Tomakethiseasy
onyou, I’ ve put together
amembership survey for
youtofill out. | needto
know what’simportant

toyou, what kind of
eventsand programs
youwouldliketo attend,
if you'reinterestedin
guest speakers, and
much muchmore.

Please, takeafew
minutestofill outthe
enclosed survey, foldit
over, dapastamponit
and send it back to us
by April 15. I will
compiletheresultsand
publishtheminafuture
issueof Habitats. At
the Nature Center, your
opinionreally does
meatter.

CynthiaMiller
Editor




CONSERVATION:

To have a global impact -- start at home

by Mario Gangemi
President, FHNEC

sl prepared my first newdetter
Aaddr&s | reviewed the“Mis-

son” and“Vison” Statements
developed severd yearsagofor theFair
Hill Nature Center. Our Mission State-
ment indicates, “ Our aimisto promote
respons ble stewardship through an ap-
preciation and understanding of our en-
vironment.” Inour Vision Statement,
“We envision aregiona community
where peoplerespect, protect, and pre-
servethe natural environment and its
resources.”

What'sthedefinition of “ Regiona ?’
Isit just your backyard or neighbor-
hood? Orisitjust thelocal three-state
area? Should we only be concerned
with protecting our local natural re-
sources or should we be an advocate
beyond our familiar territory?

Alaskan Nationa Wildlife Refuge
(ANWR). Asmany of you know
thereisdebate about opening thisap-
proximately 19 millionacrerefugeto il
drilling. Accordingtoinformationdis-

I recently attended aseminar onthe

mately sx monthsof oil supply may ex-
istwithintherefuge.

Should we care? Itisnot in our
backyard or evenin our neighborhood.
| believewe shouldlook beyond. Pres-
dent Dwight D. Eisenhower set asidea
large portion of that land in the mid
1950s and President Jimmy Carter
more than doubled it in 1980 to pre-
serveuntouched territory for posterity.

at canwedofrom here? It
isaNational Refuge sothis
is a Congressional issue.

Find out the position of your Congress-
man or Senator. If they arein support
of your positionon ANWR then thank
them. If they areagainst your position
then do your best to convincethem oth-
ewise

What else canwe do? The answer
iIssmple. Beenergy conservative. Re-
placeincandescent bulbswith fluores-
cent. Keepyour tiresmaintained at the
correct pressure. Turn thethermostat
back alittleinthewinter and upinthe
summer. Just alittleby dl of uscango
along waystoward decreasing thede-
pendenceonfossi| fuelsand taking ac-
tions consistent with our Mission and
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Tails out of school...

by Holly Hannum
Education Director, FHNEC
Therewaslittlechance
to hibernate this winter
for our box turtle Bernate
or the Outdoor school
staff. Wewerebusy vis-
iting kindergartners
around Cecil and New
Castlecounties. Itisal-
ways adelight to watch
theexcitementintheeyes
of afiveyear old receiv-

Fair Hill
S

ing her first round of ap-
plause. We believe our
theatre presentation “ A
Winter’s Tail” may be
planting the seedsfor the
next generation of Oscar
contenders. Role-play-
ing is an ideal way to
present content material
to young children. We
hopethat saying “hi” to
Bernate will forever re-
mind them of how some

animalspreparefor win-
ter. Specia thankstothe
Cecil County ArtsCoun-
cil, The United Way of
Cecil County, andtheLi-
onsClubsof Ceciltonand
Rising Sunfor makingit
possible to bring this
original program at no
cost to all Cecil County
Public School kindergart-
ners.

See“ Register” Pg 6.

st

May 21st from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Atthe

Cecil County Fairgrounds

Plant sales, children’s activities,
nature walks, live music, 5K Run/
Walk, Moon Bounce, Arts and
Crafts, 4H and Farm Demonstra-
tions, home made ice cream and

cussed during theseminar only approxi- ~ Vision. lots of good food!
r---------------------------1

I FHNEC Needs YOU to volunteer... | ’ ]
I ...for our upcoming events and activities! I ]t S fun for t,le WAOIe family
I For more information, please contact Cathryn Harjung at I Proceeds to benefit the Fair Hill Nature and Environmental Center

410-398-4909 or charjung@zoominternet.net 1
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Fair Hill Foxtrot 5K Run/Walk %%,
to benefit the Fair Hill Nature Center Rl ‘i
@
Saturday, May 21 at 8 a.m. 200
Racestartsand finishesat the Cecil County Fair Groundsin theFair Hill Natural
Resour ceM anagement Areain Fair Hill, Maryland off Rt. 273.
register online @ Registration: $16 Pre-registration $20 Day of event
activenn StudentRate: $12Preregistration  $16 Day of event
L e .
or AgeCategories
) Male Femae
Mail entry form and payment to: 12 & under 12 & under
Fair Hill Nature and Environmental Center 13-19 13-19
630 Tfawes Drive, Elkton, MD 21921 .l.#.l. 20-29 20-29
Raceinfo: (410) 398-4909 Ihg'\-'ll:_'.';r?_l- 30-39 30-39
Makecheckspayableto: 40-49 40-49
Fair Hill Nature and Environmental Center 50-59 50-50
Check the website:www.races2run.com 60+ 60+

Special thanks...
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What's Up?
March 5

Maple Sugaring (1 p.m.)

Bluebird boxes (2:30 p.m.)
March 19

Trail Day (9 a.m. -1 p.m.)
April 1

Wine and Cheese Tasting

(6:30-10p.m.)
April 15

Frog Frenzy (6:30 p.m.)
April 17

Wildflower Walk (2 p.m.)
May 21

Foxtrot 5K Run/Walk
(8a.m.)
Pre-registration is required for
all programs (except Spring
Fest). Call 410-398-4909 for
more information. Member-
ships are available at each

SpringFest (9 a.m. -4 p.m.
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The Fair Hill Nature Center

Invites you to a

Wine and Cheese Tast-
ing Extravaganza

T @

B

I

| Sponsored by Stateline Liquors

' April 1, 2005

from 6:30 to 10 p.m. at |
the Nature Center |

e Advance tickets required
$15 Per Person

= By Reservations are

E:- : limited so get your
| —= 20 tickets early by
calling

... go to the following people and businesses for
their end of year contribution to the Nature Center:

Fair Hill Auto Center, Hinda Smith, Paulette Smith, William & Donna Short,
David & Elizabeth Zug, Keystone Overhead Door, Russell Holland, Joyce
Bowlsbey, Terrence Wolf, Gary Routh, W. Stephen Pannill, William Pannill,
James Sweigard, Angela Farmer, George Codding, David Frey, John Leitgeb,
Jane Hickman Gant, Laura Hartwell, Jennifer Gracie, Denise Rosaio, Beverly
Duff, Janis Peters, Cecil Federal Bank, Nancy Deboda, Susan Mackenzie,
Timothy Nolan, R.L. Jackson, Inc., Barbara Kunkle, Judith Kennegy, Patricia
Nester, Ralph Young, McCrone, Inc., American Termite, Dennis Collins,
Doug & Nina Hill, S.W. Gould, Sally Young, Julia Crothers, Gerald Newman,
Linda Foreaker, Kathy & Bill Lucas, Richard & Deana Benson, William &
Sarah Ivey, Guy & Geraldine Edwards, Larry & Judy Klevans, Robert &
Patricia Dean, Maryland Materials, Lin Klein, Lorene Newman, Michael &
Connie Cox, Joan Dawson, Ruth & Ronald Hartman, Terry & Diane Wasko,
Rebecca Taccone, VFW Post 6027, Gale Casini, James & Diane Thomp-
son, Allaire DuPont, Richard & Corin Sernyak, William & Amy Ide, Eloise
Davis, Louisa Price Zeh, Betty Ann Garrett, American Legion Susquehanna
Post 135, Evelyn Logan, James & Diane Thompson, Mark & Barbara
Crawford, Geraldine McKeown, Lorie Struzik, Elizabeth Scharr, Lyn Rector,
Janet Yuninger, Carol Lewis-White, Betty Kackley, R. Eileen Gardner, Laurie
Guinard and Joan Ewing.

event.

410.398.4909

Register early for summer programs

Cont'd from Pg. 4
e first sign that
spring will soon
ariveathenaure
center is a tap on the
mapletreesout infront of
thebuilding. Sugaringis
now underway aslong as
the weather cooperates.
JoinusMarch 5thto en-
joy thefruitsof our labor
andlearnalittlebit about
thehistory and process of

maplesugaring.

Our new preschool se-
ries, “ Nature Nuts” be-
gan January 29th with

teecher/naturdist Cathryn
Harjungtalking about ani-
malsinwinter. Thenext
inthisserieswill beDoris
Andersenintroducing her
revised booklet titled* A
Walk in the Wbods with
your Child” June4thand
7th. Cdll for moreinfor-
mation onthese new pro-
gramsfor young children.
utdoor classes

egin March

15thwith our soil
program sponsored by
the Cecil Soil Conservar
tion Didtrict. Thetechni-

cal andfinancia support
of theDidlrictisvitd tous
in our efforts to teach
county fourth graders
about the power of water
to shapetheland.
eMarch19th for
ur Spring Trail
ay. ltwill begreat
to get outsideand get ac-
tivepreparing our trailsfor
the 4,000 or so children
scheduled to visit this
spring. The big project
for theday will berepair-

Cont'd Pg. 8



Conference ideas validate,
enrich FHNEC programs

our nature center teachers re
Fcently attended the Maryland
Association Outdoor Educators
Conferencein Ocean City, Md., where
they networked with educators from
school systems, nature centers, and en-
vironmenta foundationsstatewide.
Keynote speaker Robert Michae Pyle
“affirmed our mission - to promoteen-
vironmental stewardship through edu-
cation - and our method - to teach local
childrenandtheir familiesabout thenatu-
ral world right herein Cecil County,”
said teacher Janet Fallon. Pyle encour-
aged backyard naturdistsby saying“ thet
which helpsuscherish our natura world
bringsusonestep closer to savingit.”
T he teachers attended several
workshops at the conference.
Topicsincluded “ The State of
the Chesapeake Oyster”, Native Plants,
Ospreys of the Chesapeake, Cycling
and Recycling, Maple Sugaring, Pre-
school Ideasto Go, Stream Ecology,
Waetersheds, Wildlife Photography, Plan-
ning Herpetology and Bird Festivas, and
Monarch Migration, to nameafew.
“Nature Nuts’ instructor, Cathryn
Harjung, particularly enjoyed the pre-
school workshop and the “make and
take” activities. Shecameaway witha
CD of preschool programsand several
craftstotry out back at the Nature Cen-
ter. “Theseworkshopswereaninvalu-
ableresourcefor me, vaidating the pro-

“These workshops were an invalu-
able resource for me, validating the
programs | offer to preschoolers.”

Cathryn Harjung
Teacher/Naturalist

gramsl| offer to preschool ers, and pro-

viding enrichment for future programs,”

shesaid.

T he teachers gained many new
ideas for summer camp and
family programs, whilemaking

new contacts and cementing relation-
shipswith old ones. Fallonwouldlike
to use knowledge gleaned from the
seminarsto sponsor a“Herp Search”
or birding weekend at Fair Hill.

A high point of thisyear’sconference,
though, wasattending aworkshop pre-
sented by Andrew Stuhl, aformer Fair
Hill Nature Center winter intern. Since
getting hisstartin environmental educa
tion in our “Winter’s Tail” program,
Andy has graduated from Salisbury
University andisnow an environmentd
educator for the Chesapeake Bay
Foundation.

The conferencewasagreat success,
“I dwaysreturnfromtheconferencere-
energized. Sometimes| get new ideas
and other timesanew slant onanold
idea, but itsalwaysfuntointeract with
our colleaguesfrom acrossthe state,”
explained Nature Center Education Di-
rector Holly Hannum.
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Cont'dfromPg. 6
ing erosion damage caused by heavy
ranslast fall. Pickup trucks, wheelbar-
rows and strong backs are needed to
replacegravel onawashed out section
of trail. Afterwards, awell-deserved
lunch of grilled hotdogsand homebaked
goodies. Let usknow if you can help.

Home School Day is June 1stwitha
rain date of June8th. Water isthetheme
as students 8- to 12- years study
Aquaticsand the5- and 6-year oldspar-
ticipatein“ Who Livesin theWater ?”
Preschoolerswill have a special pro-
gramwith MissCathryn. Classeswill
run 12:30t0 2:30 p.m., and will cost $5
per student. Advanceregistrationisre-
quired.

Summer camp brochures are now
ready and can befound asan insert to
thisedition of Habitats. You canaso get
copiesat the Bluebirdsand Maple sug-
aring programsMarch 5th. Lastyear’s
new camp, “ Native American Adven-
tures’ will add aThursday afternoon
fiedtripthisyear, while* Nature W z-
ards’ returnsjust intimefor there-
lease of the latest Harry Potter book.
Check out the scheduleto seewhat else
isnew and be sureto sign up early to
get your first choice of camps.

Also, stop by to visit the baby snakes
whoarethrivingaongwiththeir surpris-
ing parents, the snakeformerly known
asUncleBob and Corndlius.



